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“For God so loved the world that He
gave His one and only Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not

perish but have eternal life.”

John 3:16

Ronnie Toon
Association Missionary

Missionary Moments

An old preacher was on a ship in which the wind was blowing
over 100 miles an hour. He started to pray, “God, send us the
spirit of the children of Israel, the children of Moses, the chil-
dren of the Promised Land.” Another brother began to pray,
saying, “Lord, don’t send nobody! Come Yourself! This ain’t
no time for children!” Easter was a violent event. That is why
the Mel Gibson movie, The Passion of the Christ” is rated R.

Easter is about sin and death and the hurt that it causes.

When our daughter Taylor was about 12 months old, she was
learning to pull up on furniture and stand to her feet. One day,
she pulled herself up on the recliner I was sitting in, grabbed
hold of the lamp table next to me, grabbed a simmering pot of
potpourri and turned it over covering the lower portion of her
face, all of her chest and arms suffering third degree burns over
two-thirds of her body. 1 immediately began to remove her
clothing that continued to damage her skin. As her shirt was
taken off, I could see the skin that melted into her shirt was
coming off as the shirt was being removed. I was faced with a
decision, continue to remove the shirt or let it continue to
cause harm. It was a graphic difficult decision, but felt in that
moment, the right thing to do was to remove her clothing. We
rushed her to the emergency room. We were then faced with
other decisions. We could observe her in a local hospital for a
few days or send her to the trauma burn center. As it turned
out, she healed naturally and had little scaring on her young
tender body. In that moment, it was a traumatic experience for
us.

My friend, you will go through difficult times, and it’s okay to
cry. Remember the cross. It means God is not going to let you
go no matter the circumstances.

There was a young boy who lived in south Florida who had a
bad day at school. His house was on a lake and when he got
home, he just hit the water and began to swim. When he was
about halfway out into the lake, he looked up and realized that
he was nose to nose with an alligator. He made a U-turn and
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swam as hard and as fast as he could, yelling the whole time. A
neighbor saw what was happening and called 911. His mom
saw him and dove into the lake. His mom and the alligator
arrived to the boy at about the same time. There was a tug-o-
war, but his mom won. When he was released from the hospi-
tal the news media was there, and they asked to see the scars
from the alligator. The young boy showed them the scars, then
told them he wanted them to see his other scars. He showed
the media his arm. Those were the scars from where his moth-
er wouldn’t let him go.

Have you ever wondered why when Jesus returned from the
grave, he still had the scars? He had a perfect body but still had
the scars. I believe they are for us. He wanted us to know that
God doesn’t let us go even in death. This Easter, let’s think
about His scars and ours, and remember not what the world
does to us but what He did for us. When you are in the emer-
gency room of life and hurting desperately, remember that God
is the perfect Father. We often want the prize first, but in this
world of sin and death, the pain comes first then God promises
the prize.

Life is like a movie. He writes the script, and we play the part.
When Carlton Heston was starring in Ben Hur, he was having
trouble with the chariot. Finally, the director told him that it
was really simple. It was just a movie. Heston just had to stay
on the chariot, and the director would make sure he won. The
best I can tell you is that, because of Easter, life is like a movie
in which God has written the final scene. Because of the cross,
we win the race and He gives us the prize. Hallelujah! What a

Savior! Be Encouraged!
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The Minister’s Monthly

Fellowship will begin at
10:30am at the IBA office

on Monday, April 3rd.
We are looking forward to

seeing you and encourage you
to join fellow ministers in this
uplifting time of prayer. The
fellowship will continue with

lunch at a local restaurant

afterwards.

April Camp Dates

31st-April 1st Cord Women’s Retreat
22nd Emmanuel Church Picnic
28th-29th Fellowship Bible Men’s Retreat

IBA/ABSC April Events

Ist Bible Storying Workshop at ABSC

3rd Minister’s Fellowship 10:30am at the IBA office
3rd VBS Clinic at Rogers

8th Disaster Relief Regional Training, FBC, Hope

9th Palm Sunday

10th VBS Clinic at Jonesboro

11th VBS Clinic at Bryant

14th GOOD FRIDAY—OFFICE CLOSED

16th EASTER

18th Retired Baptist Workers Fellowship, Park Hill, LR

20th IBA Executive Board Meeting at Pleasant Plains
Baptist at 6:30pm (DATE CHANGED FROM 13TH)

22nd DR Regional Trng., Elmdale BC, Springdale
26th Jail/Prison Ministry Training Conference, ABSC
27th Pastor’s Wives Appreciation Dinner, IBA 6pm
29th Men’s Prayer Breakfast at Emmanuel at 8am

April Executive Board Meeting
(please notice the date change)

The April Executive Board meeting has been moved from
April 13th to April 20th due to a conflict with the original
date. Our host church is Pleasant Plains Baptist Church
located at 57 Wish St., Pleasant Plains. A meal will be
served at 6:30pm with the meeting to follow at 7:00pm. A
letter and minutes of the February executive board meeting
will be mailed by April 6th to all board members. We are
looking forward to sharing this time with our board and
the members of our host church. Because of the partner-
ship between Pleasant Plains and West Baptist, Bro. Cory
Majors will be welcoming the board, sharing scripture and
praying for our time together.

The IBA Website has been updated!!

On our site you can find bios of your association staff,
information about our ministries and upcoming events,
contact information for our 30 IBA churches, the 2017
calendar of events that not only has our events but some
of ABSC’s too. If you have scheduled a camp date for
your church they are on the calendar also.

Information and registration forms for the Day, Chil-
dren’s and COLLISION summer camps are now available
on the site for you to make copies at your convenience.

We have added a Church Event Page to help our church-
es promote their events as well. Please contact Kathy if
you would like to add your event to this page.

The 2017 newsletters are also available for you to view any
time you need to.

If you have any questions or need assistance please con-
tact the association office at the information listed on the
back of this newsletter or through the contact us button
on the website.

To access the site go to:
www.independencebaptistassociation.org
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Pastor’s Wives - you will be receiving an invitation in the
mail from Cheryl Toon to an appreciation dinner in the
very near future. Cheryl has scheduled the event for April
27th to begin at 6:00pm and will host it at the association
office. Be watching for the details in your mailbox!
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The 2nd Men’s Prayer Breaktast 4 ‘

of 2017 has been scheduled for April 29th

and will begin at 8:00am. The event will be §.
at our host church, Emmanuel Baptist locat
ed at 1915 Batesville Blud., Batesville. Bro.
Aaron Leggett is the men’s ministry leader and can be contacted
at 870-818-9017 or Leggett_aaron@yahoo.com for details of this

event. Please contact Bro. Aaron or the association office with the

number that will be attending from your church so enough food
can be prepared. There is no cost for this event, but donations will
be accepted. Invite your friends and family to come and pray for
the lostness in our communities, our nation and world!

CHURCH EVENTS/NEWS

Pilgrims Rest Baptist Church will have a Free BBQ pork dinner
and music at the church on Saturday, April Ist from 5-8pm.
Everyone is invited!
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Cushman Baptist Church will be holding a revival Wednesday
night, April 5th through Sunday, April 9th. Bro. Ronnie Toon
and some of our area pastors will share in preaching throughout

the week. Call Bro. Glen McKay for details at 870-530-1044.
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West Baptist Church Men’s Ministry will be hosting “Men’s
Build Up Project” on April 29th from 8am to Noon at the
church CAC building. Contact Tracy Wallis at 870-612-4200.
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The Compass Church will be hosting a Women’s Conference
on Friday, April 28th from 6:00 to 9:30pm. The title is “Find Joy
In The Journey”. Batesville’s Paige Hubbard will be sharing her
testimony and Keynote Speaker is Vickie Henderson, author of
“Dressing the Wound: Give Yourself the Gift of Forgiveness”.
Tickets are available at eventbrite.com and Bread of Life

Bookstore. The cost is $5.00.

ABSC April Events

Bible Storying Workshop
teaches you the basics of Oral Bible

Storying. This workshop will be
held at ABSC, LR on April Ist
9:00am-4:00pm. Cost is
$25/person (includes lunch) Bring
Bible, notebook & pen
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2017 VBS Training

April 3 - FBC, Rogers located
at 3364 W Pleasant Grove Rd.

in Rogers
April 10 - Nettleton Baptist located at 7001 Johnson Ave.

in Jonesboro

April 11 - First Southern Baptist located at 604 S.
Reynolds Rd. in Bryant

All three training events will begin with registration at
5:00pm and the Bonus sessions and Expo open at 5:30.
These include Decorating Ideas, Leading a Child to Christ,
Promotion and Celebration Ideas. The Worship Rally will
begin at 6:30pm with Breakout sessions from 7:00 to
8:30pm. Cost is:

$3 for an ABSC church who pre-registers or $5 at the door.

$8 for non-ABSC churches who pre-registers or $10 at the door.
Register your team at www.absc.or/vbs

For questions about the training at any location or for addi-
tional VBS assistance, please call 501-376-4701 ext. 5193 or

email: kmoseley@absc.org

Kids Matter Children’s
Ministry Leadership
Conference is scheduled
for April 22nd at ABSC

from 9am to 2pm

Cost is $20

Kids Matter

m-dmmcuumémur,l. dtnhlfcmfcnm

Other ABSC Events

April 18 - Fellowship of Retired Baptist Workers, Park Hill BC, NLR
April 26, 27, 28 - Jail/Prison Ministry Training Conference, ABSC, LR
For these and all of ABSC’s events and online registrations, go to ABSC.org or call 800-838-2272
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INDEPENDENCE
BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

PO Box 2112
Bateswille, AR 72503

Association Staff
Missionary - Ronnie Toon

Administrative Assistant - Kathy Wilkerson

Camp Manager - Terry Buie
Chaplain - Richard Nuckolls
Counselor - Nikki Penn, LPC-S, LMFT-S, DCC

Contact us at:

Phone: 870-793-7162
Fax: 870-612-5173
Emails:

Ronnie: ronaldtoon@gmail.com
IBA/Kathy:
independence613@gmail.com
Website:

www.independencebaptistassociation.org

Nikki Penn’s Office is located at
1275 E. College Street
Office phone: 870-793-0071

2017 Disaster Relief
Regional Training

Dates

ARKANSAS

April 8 - Hope First Baptist Church, 315 S. Main St., Hope 71801

April 22 - Elmdale Baptist Church, 1700 W. Huntsville Avenue,
Springdale 72762

May 20 - First Baptist Church, 501 N. Main St., Fordyce 71742

September 9 - Central Baptist Church, 3707 Harrisburg Rd.,
Jonesboro 72404

October 14 - Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, 12400
Interstate 30, Little Rock 72210

*All volunteers applying for credentials (a DR ID) will need to pre-
register at www.absc.org/disasterrelief or arrive at 7:30am to regis-
ter and pay for credentialing. Registration will open Feb 1st. New
volunteers will pay $30 for the credentialing process.

Birthdays
14t h Patsey Dail e\
20t h Matt Kil gor e,
22nd Bob Dail ey,
28t h Aaron Leggett
29t h Jennifer Bey
30th Glenda Tayl

Anniversaries
16th Terry & Cher
| BA Camp Manag:



